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Quote of the week: 

Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak.  Courage is also what it takes to sit 

down and listen.   

 -Sir Winston Churchill 

 

 A new 12-minute video featuring students and staff from Winton Woods High 

School is another way Winton Woods City Schools is communicating its 

continuing transition to becoming a New Tech Network district. In the video, “New 

Tech Warriors: Overview of the New Tech Network at Winton Woods City 

Schools,” students Simon Asem, Elissa Lort, Jackie Martinez, and Cari Sullivan 

share their experiences with New Tech Network and project-based learning 

(PBL). Staff members Melissa Albers, Josh Amstutz, Brad Ciminowasilewski and 

Natombi Simpson discuss how New Tech has transformed their classrooms, 

while Superintendent Anthony G. Smith talks about the Straight A grant that is 

helping to expand the New Tech experience.  

There are four principles that define New Tech—teaching that engages, culture 

that empowers, technology that enables, and outcomes that matter. In a New 

Tech classroom, “you use your special skills, your strengths and weaknesses, 

and you put them together (with your team), and you compromise, and you reach 

your goal,” said Martinez.”Once you know people are going to listen when you’re 

speaking it gives you this kind of confidence and as your confidence builds so 

does your leadership,” said Sullivan. Asem, who graduates this year, said he’s 

“more than prepared for college” because of the communication and 

collaboration that have happened in his four years at Academy of Global Studies.  

Albers said becoming a New Tech teacher “was life changing for me, both as a 

professional and personally.” Ciminowasilewski said New Tech, with its focus on 

PBL, has “completely revamped and changed everything I knew about 

education.” 

“Students are in a collaborative environment with adults who happen to be 

facilitators, rather than teachers,” said Amstutz, who is also a New Tech trainer.  



“I don’t have to be, and I am no longer the person that holds the keys to 

everything,” added Simpson. “We explore together.”  

Smith said the projects that students are assigned “are standards-based projects, 

so it’s the same material you would have learned from the textbooks. But the 

projects bring it alive, and the students start to internalize it and make it real 

every day. We give them a foundation but it’s their responsibility to take that 

foundation and create this entire incredible learning environment. So the 

foundation is our responsibility, and we’re really good at it, but as far as the 

creativity, that’s where they come in.” 

“I would never go back to the traditional way at all,” Albers said. “Teaching 

project-based learning is rigorous, it’s challenging, it’s creative, it’s fun, and I 

think my students learn better with PBL than they ever did with traditional. My 

scores show it, my grades show it, and my participation among my students 

shows it as well.” Simpson agrees. “If you enjoy seeing kids really learn, see 

them really invested in what they’re doing, then project-based learning is what 

you want to be doing,” she said.  

To view “New Tech Warriors: Overview of the New Tech Network at Winton 

Woods City Schools” go to www.wintonwoods.org and click on the New Tech 

Warriors video.  

 Winton Woods City Schools 

is celebrating its 25th 

anniversary during the 2016-

2017 school year, and an 

alumni basketball game this 

summer is getting the 

celebration started. The 

Class of 2006 is sponsoring 

the first annual WWHS 

Alumni Basketball 

Tournament on Saturday, 

June 11, from 12:00-6:00 

p.m. The tournament's intent 

is to re-establish and rebuild 

alumni participation, pride, 

and morale within the Winton 

Woods District and the communities of Forest Park, Greenhills and Springfield 

Township.  

All alumni of Winton Woods High School are invited to participate in the 

basketball tournament. Each team must have a minimum of five and a maximum 

of 10 players, with one coach. The teams may only consist of those within a 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/


graduating class. Each player is responsible for his or her own $10 registration 

fee, which must be submitted by the May 20 deadline.  

After the deadline, individuals will be notified by email of all the members on their 
team. The team is then responsible for contacting each other, coordinating, and 
preparing for the tournament. Each game is expected to be 24 total minutes, with 
two 12-minute halves. Teams will compete "round robin style" and will be placed 
in a bracket for the opportunity to win first, second, third or fourth place awards, 
and, most importantly, bragging rights. The bracket will be released one week 
before the game. 

The tournament will be held at Winton Woods High School, 1231 W. Kemper 
Road in Forest Park. Tickets for the tournament will be $5.00.   

For more information, go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wwhs-1st-annual-
alumni-basketball-tournament-tickets-24842722251?utm-
medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-
source=cp&utm-term=listing. 

 Sixteen soccer players from 

Winton Woods High School 

will be competing this 

summer in the China 

(Shanghai) International 

Youth Football Invitational, 

and they are the only U.S. 

team invited to participate. 

Winton Woods Middle School 

Athletic Director Jeff Merrill, 

who is coordinating the trip, 

said everyone is busy 

obtaining passports and 

visas. The trip will take place 

July 11-20.  

The soccer tournament will include 16 teams from around the world, and Winton 

Woods players are guaranteed four matches. The opportunity has come about, in 

part, through an educational partnership between Winton woods High School and 

International Education USA in China. Meals, dormitory housing, and 

transportation during the trip are being provided by the Shanghai Soccer 

tournament, but the team is fundraising to cover additional expenses. Merrill said 

a Trivia Night at Jax in Forest Park is in the works.   

“This is an opportunity for our student athletes to be cultural ambassadors as 

they travel across the world for a life-changing educational experience,” said 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wwhs-1st-annual-alumni-basketball-tournament-tickets-24842722251?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wwhs-1st-annual-alumni-basketball-tournament-tickets-24842722251?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wwhs-1st-annual-alumni-basketball-tournament-tickets-24842722251?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wwhs-1st-annual-alumni-basketball-tournament-tickets-24842722251?utm-medium=discovery&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-source=cp&utm-term=listing


Corina Denny, community engagement coordinator for Winton Woods City 

Schools. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Planning to compete in China this summer are Winton 

Woods High School soccer players (front, l-r) Bhola Poudel, Andrew Jackson, 

Cameron Mills, Nicholas Behrendt, Blake Perkins; (middle, l-r) Issac Boateng, 

Ramiro Sotelo, Brent McCarthy; (back, l-r) Michael White, Zach Morgenson, 

Evan Grant, Joey Mayer. Not shown are Kamal Dhimal, Olaide Daboiku, Jack 

Schramm, and Elliot Wolke.  

 The 2016 Spring Sports Awards ceremony was held at 

Winton Woods High School on Monday, May 9, to 

honor those athletes participating in baseball, boys 

tennis, boys track, and girls track. Softball awards 

were given out at a later date. Special awards given 

out that evening include:     

Baseball 

MVP – Iziah McCoy 

Most Improved Player  - Elijah Moore 

Warrior Award – Mark Andrews 

Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Ethan Grant-

Carlton 

Boys Tennis 

MVP – Issac Boateng 

Most Improved Player – Andrew Jackson 

Warrior Award – Blake Perkins 

Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Titus Price 

Boys Track 

MVP – Kenny Mabrey 

Warrior Award – Quinn Smith 

Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Zack Exalus 

Girls Track 

MVP – Dominique Perry and Brianna Richard 

Most Improved Player – Khairi Baxter 

Warrior Award – Keeyori Evans and Laisha Hazley 

Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Ashley Lewis 

Softball    

MVP – Camryn Brown 

Most Improved Player – Dominique Brooks 

Offensive Player – Kayla Haugabrook and Deariss Moore 

Defensive Player – Alesha Alexander 



Warrior Award – Courtnei Brown and Mariah Dennis 

Charles Fredrick Sportsmanship Award – Sydney Fuller and Chiquira Reeves   

Academic Awards  (for a GPA of 3.5 and above) 

Brianna ball, Nicholas Behrendt, Kyeaira Bess, Issac Boateng, Aniya Elliott, 

Sydney Fuller, Jalyn Hill, Aniah Hollowell, Diamond Isaacs, Ashley Lewis, Anne 

Marie Nightingale, Laura Onianwa, Blake Perkins, Dominique Perry, Taryn 

Phillips-Smith, Jada Ray, Chiquira Reeves, Brianna Richard, Lillie Rideout, Jack 

Schramm, Geralyn Smith and Alexis Williams.  

Special Awards 

Spring Sports Coach of the Year – Charles Chapman, tennis 

Athletic Booster of the Year – Karin Barwick 

PHOTO CAPTION: Ashley Lewis received the Charlie Fredrick Sportsmanship 

Award for girls track from Coach Tony Boyd. Photo by Linda Schiltz.  

 Winton Woods City Schools’ 
Performing Arts Boosters 
presented drama 
scholarships to seniors 
Makayla Boyd and Parker 
Sarra at Winton Woods High 
School’s annual drama 
awards on Wednesday, May 
11.  

Boyd played the Queen in 
this year’s spring musical, 
Cinderella, and had parts in 
many fall plays and spring 
musicals, including 
Rehearsal for Murder, Music 
Man, Beauty and the Beast, 
Seussical and Flowers for Algernon.   

Sarra played Joy, one of the wicked stepsisters, in this year’s spring musical, 
Cinderella, and was student music director for the show. She’s served as student 
director on a number of shows and had parts in Rehearsal for Murder, Music 
Man, You Can’t Take It With You, Beauty and the Beast, Witness for the 
Prosecution, and Seussical.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Pictured at the annual drama awards at Winton Woods High 
School are (l-r) scholarship winner Parker Sarra, Winton Woods High School 
Drama Director Michelle Kozlowski and scholarship winner Makayla Boyd. Photo 
by Jan Mavridoglou. 



 Karin Barwick was honored as Winton Woods High 

School's Athletic Booster of the Year at the school's 

spring sports awards. She is pictured with Athletic 

Director David Lumpkin. Photo by Linda Schiltz. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Congratulations to tennis coach Charles Chapman 

for being named the Spring Coach of the Year at 

Winton Woods High School’s Spring Sports Awards 

ceremony. Photo by Linda Schiltz.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 It’s been a successful 

season for the Winton 

Woods Middle School 

track team. The school’s 

front lobby display case is 

filled with trophies and 

plaques that are a 

testament to the hard work 

and dedication that these 

student-athletes have put 

into their season.  

New school records that 

have been set this year 

include:  

 Kayona Dean, 7th 
grade, shot put, 33'4"   

 Demeer Blankumsee, 8th grade, 110 meter hurdles, 15.87 seconds  

 Demeer Blankumsee, 200 meter hurdles, 26.79 seconds 

 Kokou Epani, 8th grade, discus, 114'8"  

 Robert McClain, 8th grade, 200 meter dash, 23.87 seconds 
 

Dean, Blankumsee and Epani are all three-sport athletes. Dean also competes in 

basketball and volleyball. Blankumsee plays football and basketball, and Epani 

plays football and wrestles. An injury limited McClain to two sports this year. He 

also plays football. All three eighth graders play to run track at the high school 

next year.  

Winton Woods Middle School’s head track coaches are Winfield Franklin and 

Dante Flanigan. Assistant coaches are Meredith Steen and Steven Cleary. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Shown with Winton Woods Middle School’s track season 

trophies and honors are (l-r) Assistant Coach Steven Cleary, Demeer 

Blankumsee, Robert McClain, Head Coach Winfield Franklin, Kokou Epani, 

Kayona Dean and Assistant Coach Meredith Steen. Coach Dante Flanigan is not 

pictured. 

 

 



 Girls on the Run is in its 

third year at Winton Woods 

Intermediate School and 

Coach Janet Harden is 

proud of the fifth and sixth 

grade girls who participate 

and in the program’s 

continuing popularity at the 

school. Harden is leading 

the program along with 

Coaches Carmen Garner, 

Kay Robinson, Kristin 

Rumsey, and Elaine 

Sugawara-Forster.  

“The Girls on the Run 

program integrates running into a fun, experience-based curriculum that inspires 

girls to be joyful, healthy and confident,” said Harden. “These girls have been 

training their bodies and minds since February for the Girls on the Run 5K that 

took place on May 7 at Paul Brown Stadium. Each young lady ran with a running 

buddy, which was a family member, friend or high school volunteer. It was a 

perfect day to celebrate the accomplishments of these young ladies.”    

The following students participated in the Girls on the Run Program this year: fifth 

graders Makiya Williams, Kaisha Calhoun, Hotatia McKnight, Ivanna Ross, 

Me’Kayla Jackson, Dipika Sapokta, Sareena Acharya, Ashmita Bastola, Latayea 

Harris, La’nijah Grove and Hari Pokrel; sixth graders Jailynn Alsop, Amber 

Conner, Arianna Green, Jaiden Hogan, Aniah Johnson, Desiray Mabra, Sage 

McCall, Arianna Sanchez and Jada Webb.  

“We want to thank our volunteer running buddies at this year’s 5K,” said 

Sugawara-Forster. “They were Winton Woods High School students Brianna 

Richard, Bandana Acharya, Bhatwati Gautam, Tatiana Brown, Suenay Tom, Isis 

Clack and Ashley Lewis, with sideline super encourager Taria McDaniel. Also 

volunteering were Winton Woods High School teacher Andrew Lock and UC 

student McKenzie Zimmerman, both of whom recently ran the Flying Pig Half-

Marathon.” 

To learn more about Girls on the Run, go to www.gotrcincinnati.org.   
  

Shown at the Girls on the Run 5K are WWIS sixth graders (l-r) Sage McCall, 

Coach Rumsey, Arianna Green, Jaiden Hogan, Coach Harden, Desiray Mabra, 

Amber Conner. Not shown: Jada Webb, Aniah Johnson, Jailynn Alsop, and 

Arianna Sanchez.  

http://www.gotrcincinnati.org/


 After listening to music 

like Doo-wop and 

Motown and learning 

that music can break 

down barriers, 

students in Kathryn 

Mihalyo’s music class 

at Winton Woods 

Intermediate School 

had the opportunity to 

talk to local radio 

personality J.D. 

Hughes about his 

years of experience on 

the air.   

Hughes, who works at 

WGRR and WARM-98, talked to the students about careers in the entertainment 

business, how music affects emotions, and how music and the culture go hand in 

hand. “The kind of music you listen to is reflective of your culture,” Hughes said. 

He also explained how specific types of music came about because “certain 

parts of the culture had something to say and would express themselves through 

music.” He said examples were protest songs from the 60s and gangster rap of 

the early 90s. 

Mihalyo said her students watched the movie Hairspray and were surprised that 
white teens listening to black music was a big deal at one time. “From jazz 
through the music of today, music continues to move community relations and 
break down dividing walls,” she said. She added that Hughes’ insights from his 
career as a disc jockey added to what her students learned in class. “Mr. Hughes 
was impressed with the attentiveness of our students and would like to come 
back again next year.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 As a reward for displaying good character, 74 first and 

second grade students from Winton Woods Primary 

North visited the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical 

Gardens zoo on Wednesday, May 11.There they 

learned about the animals, visited the petting zoo, and 

had a wonderful time. Photo by Kevin Jones.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

May 23     Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

May 26     Last Day for Students 

June 20     Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

July 25      Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

August 16     First day of 2016-2017 School Year 

August 22     Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m.  

 

Winton Woods Today is brought to you by: Gina Burnett, designer; Teresa Cleary, writer 

and photographer. 

 

 


